Orsman Road Studio Award 2026

The Studio Award provides a large self-contained studio in Acme’s Orsman Road building in Hackney and a £4,000 materials budget.  

Artists of all stages of career are often forced to find additional sources of income to sustain their practice. These activities can distract from their work and restrict the amount of time they can spend in the studio. The aim of the Orsman Road Studio Award is to enable a mid-career painter to dedicate more time to their studio practice. Reducing the practical challenges artists face is central to Acme’s mission of supporting artists in necessitous circumstances and, above all, helping artists be artists.   

The aim of the Orsman Road Studio Award is to enable a mid-career painter, who faces barriers to accessing adequate workspace, to dedicate more time to their studio practice. It is open to artists registered on the waiting list and who do not already have an Acme studio.  

This Word version of the application is intended to help you draft your answers. Please submit your application through the online application form here:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/Acme10/OrsmanRoadStudioAward2026

Eligibility

I confirm that:

☐ I have painting at the heart of my practice 
☐ I have at least five years and no more than twenty years’ experience as an artist post-study
☐ I am registered on Acme’s Waiting List* 
☐ I am not in formal education during the award period 
☐ I do not currently have a long-term tenancy for an Acme studio
☐ I am a UK-based artist, eligible to stay in the UK for the duration of the award

* If you are not registered on Acme’s Waiting, please first register here by 1 June 2026. You must be eligible for the waiting list to apply.

Personal details

First names (required)
Last name (required)
Pronouns
Telephone number (required)
Email address (required)

Accessibility

I consider myself D/deaf/disabled or neurodiverse
Yes/no
If yes, please give details:

	



If you are shortlisted, please let us know if you require any adjustments or have any access needs in order to attend the interview at Orsman Road.

	



About your circumstances

The aim of the Orsman Road Studio Award is to enable a mid-career painter who faces barriers to accessing adequate workspace to dedicate more time to their studio practice. We are keen to understand more about your current circumstances and how this award can help you overcome any barriers you currently have in your professional career.

Where do you currently do most of your work? (Please tick all that apply)

☐ Home (living space, kitchen, bedroom) 
☐ Home (separate designated space)
☐ Shared rented studio / collective space 
☐ Private rented studio (sole occupancy) 
☐ Temporary rented community workshop / makerspace 
☐ University / college facilities 
☐ Free borrowed space 
☐ Free outdoors / on-site / public space 
☐ I don’t currently have a reliable workspace
☐ Other (please specify)


Please describe the space/s you currently work in and why they prevent from realising what you want to achieve. 
	




Supporting documentation

In the online form, you will be asked to provide: 
· A link to your artist website or other weblink (e.g. gallery website or Instagram)
· A CV to demonstrate your art practice to date (PDF, doc, docx / max two A4 sides)
· A PDF (max 5MB) of up to 5 images of your recent work that indicate what you would like to do with the support of the award.

Please explain why you chose the 5 images submitted with this application? (150 words)

	



How would you use the studio and the materials bursary to think ambitiously about the work you make? (200 words)
How might the Orsman Road studio help you to change the way you work in terms of scale and/or the way you organise your practice? Are there any projects that you would like to begin or grow?
	




How would the studio help you to make a difference to your career over the next two years? (200 words)
What specific examples can you give of what you would like to achieve in this period?

	


 

Submit your application 

· I have read the application notes and confirm that I am eligible to apply. The information I have provided is true to the best of my knowledge.

· I understand that my personal data will only be held to process my application, inform me of opportunities, and potentially enter into a future contract. It will also be used for monitoring.

· I wish to join Acme’s mailing list and consent to receive Acme emails for opportunities, events, and news about Acme. I can unsubscribe at any time.

You can find more information about how Acme process your data on our website: https://acme.org.uk/about/privacy/
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