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The award
The Jonathan Harvey Tenant Award offers an artist fee of £5,000 and financial support towards a project up to 
a maximum of £7,000. We will also provide marketing and communications assistance for the award outcomes. 
The awardee will have access to Acme’s awards development programme which includes networking, events and 
practical skills training. 

Purpose 
This award offers an opportunity for an Acme tenant with a sustained practice of at least 30 years to develop or 
make a step change in their practice. The award is open to all current Acme artist tenants, registered sharers and 
sub-letters. Applicants must be an Acme studio tenant, sub-letter or sharer as of 6 September 2025 to apply.  

About 
This award supports an artist who has been practising since 1995 or before and recognises the sustained 
commitment artists make to their practice over time. Across London, vital provision and opportunities are focused 
on emerging or early-career artists, however many established working artists operate in difficult circumstances or 
struggle to progress due to caring responsibilities, financial precarity and many other factors. With this award, we are 
seeking to address some of the significant barriers artists may face in sustaining careers long-term. 

Proposals 
Eligible artists can submit a proposal outlining how the award could help make a significant difference to their 
practice. Examples could include any of the following: 

•	 The acquisition of new practical or artistic skills (e.g. short courses in archiving, enhancing digital skills or 
exploring new art forms such as bronze casting, film, sound engineering etc.) 

•	 Establishing direct professional contacts (individual curator or gallerist studio visits, or sustained periods of 
mentoring with a selected industry mentor) 

•	 Publication or documentation projects 
•	 Development and support for new or planned exhibition opportunities 

We are looking for imaginative, impactful and achievable proposals which we can help support and facilitate through 
sustained engagement with our Artist Support team over a 12-month period, from 1 January 2026. Public outcomes 
such as exhibitions or publications may then be realised in early 2027. 

We are particularly keen to support projects or activities which would be difficult for artists to realise without the 
financial support of the award. 

Eligibility 
Eligible applicants will have a career track record and have worked professionally for at least 30 years, since 1995 
or before. They will have had their work exhibited, produced, recorded, performed, or broadcast in a professional 
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context during this time. We do not measure the ‘professionalism’ of an artistic practice based on how much money 
the individual earns from their work. We know that many professional artists take on other occupations alongside their 
practice to earn their living or may have taken time out from their artistic practice for health, caring responsibilities or 
education. We also do not measure the quality of an artistic practice beyond the indicators that they are operating 
professionally. To be eligible, the artist must view their artistic practice as their primary purpose and professional 
identity, however much time they are able to spend on it. 

The award is open to all current Acme artist tenants, registered sharers and sub-letters. Applicants must be a 
current Acme studio tenant, sub-letter or sharer as of 6 September 2025 to apply. 

You will be eligible if you meet the following criteria if you: 
•	 have a current and active professional arts practice of at least 30 years, since 1995 or before
•	 are an Acme studio tenant, sub-letter or sharer as of 6 September 2025
•	 are facing significant barriers to pursuing your career*
•	 your annual income was less than £27,007.50 in 2024/25 for a single person, or household income did not exceed 

£55,000 **

You are not eligible if: 
•	 you are in full time education

*Acme recognises that barriers to the ability to sustain a professional artistic practice differ from individual to 
individual. We take an intersectional approach to understanding representation and inclusion in the arts and we 
particularly encourage applications from artists facing financial precarity who also identify as: D/deaf/disabled or 
neurodiverse; artists from global majority and LGBTQI+ communities; and from working class backgrounds. 

 **Based on the London Living Wage as an annual salary for a single person or double this amount for household 
income. 

To apply 
You will be asked provide an artist statement (approximately 250 words), your proposal (approximately 450 words) 
and details on how the award would benefit your practice (approximately 300 words). You will need to provide 
a budget, a CV and a link to your website if you have one. You will not be required to upload a portfolio. The total 
word count for the application is roughly 1,000 words. A copy of the application form in word and PDF formats can be 
downloaded here: 

We would prefer it if you completed your application through our online portal here: https://www.cognitoforms.
com/Acme10/JonathanHarveyTenantAward2026 

If you would prefer to fill out and return the application, you can attach the form by email and send it to artistsupport@
acme.org.uk. with ‘Jonathan Harvey Tenant Award’ as the subject line. Or you can post it to: Artist Support Team, 
Acme, 44 Copperfield Road, London, E3 4RR.  

OR if you would prefer to submit a video or audio application, please record your application (5 minutes) and save 
it online as an unlisted recording on YouTube, Vimeo, Soundcloud, Google Drive, Dropbox or a similar location which is 
secure but can be easily accessed by the selection panel. 

Please submit your application by 10am, Monday 6 October 2025. 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/Acme10/JonathanHarveyTenantAward2026  
https://www.cognitoforms.com/Acme10/JonathanHarveyTenantAward2026  
mailto:artistsupport%40acme.org.uk?subject=
mailto:artistsupport%40acme.org.uk?subject=
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FAQs for the Jonathan Harvey Tenant Award 2025 

1) How do I work out when my artistic practice began?  
The period of at least 30 years should begin with the date of your first professional engagement (exhibition, award, 
commission or project). It should be in or before the year 1994. 

2) Can I include the years I spent in art education? 
If you went to art school (or the equivalent), your first professional engagement should be after your original training. If 
you undertook subsequent training, then this can be included within the 30 years. 

3) I took time out for childcare/caring responsibilities so there is a bit of a gap in my CV. Can I include these years 
in my 30-year calculation? 
Yes, we anticipate that many artists need to juggle caring commitments with making work. A CV can indicate 
this. Likewise, any significant periods of time when an artist has not been able to practice because of other work 
commitments or health issues can be shown on a CV. 

4) I’ve made lots of different types of work during the years of my practice. Will this be an issue when considering 
an application? 
No, a consistent type of work isn’t required to meet the criteria. We expect some artists’ practices will have developed 
or changed over time. The award could offer support to an artist wanting to revisit or continue a particular type of work 
or could propose a new approach. 

5) I want to apply with a collaborator/as part of a group. Do we all need to be Acme artists? Do we each need to 
have a 30+ year practice? 
Project proposals that involve more than one artist will be considered. 

The person submitting the application will be the ‘lead’ applicant and responsible for the award if they are successful. 
They must be a current Acme tenant and meet the eligibility criteria.  

Please name the other artists in the applicant and indicate if they are also Acme tenants.  

If the artists have worked together previously, please reflect this on your CV. 

Only one proposal should be submitted per group/person. 

6) I share a studio. Can I still make an application? 
Yes, we are happy to consider applications from artists who currently share Acme studios. Please ensure that your 
proposal won’t impact negatively on the person you are sharing with, and your current studio is suitable for your 
proposal. 

7) I have only been in an Acme studio for a few months or for just some of the years of my practice. Will this be an 
issue in the consideration of my proposal? 
Applicants must be a current Acme studio tenant, sub-letter or sharer as of 6 September 2025 to apply. There is no 
minimum or maximum amount of time you need to be in occupation. 

8) I only have a sub-let agreed on my studio for the next six months, can I apply? 
Yes. All Acme artists can apply for the award if they are a tenant, sub-letter or share a studio as 6 September 2025. 
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Artists who only have a guaranteed number of months in a studio will need to indicate how their proposal could be 
achieved potentially without a working studio (Acme tries to offer alternative space to artists when sub-lets end but 
this is dependent on availability and cannot be guaranteed). 

9) I have other employment alongside my practice. Is this an issue when making a proposal? 
No. We anticipate that many artists will be doing additional work to support a practice which may continue during 
the year of the award. Some artists may choose to propose using part of the award’s funds to reduce their additional 
working hours to maximise the time they have to give to the project. 

10) Why do you need to know how the award will help me overcome barriers in my work or career? 
Acme exists to support artists in necessitous circumstances, and we are keen to understand how the award might 
help you to realise a specific project that you would not be able to otherwise.  

11) I’d love to have an exhibition of my work but I don’t have a gallery in mind. Is this something Acme could help 
with? 
This award values the production and development of work. We can offer advice and support, but we cannot provide a 
space or guarantee exhibition opportunities. We recommend artists include plans for exhibiting within proposals if this 
is the focus, including indicating confirmed or likely supporting partners. 

12) I have planned/am planning a residency in/outside of the UK later this year. Is this something that the award 
could support? 
Yes. A residency that offers developmental growth and unlocks other possibilities, either in the UK or abroad, can be 
considered. 

13) I would like to do a course. How would this be considered when you review the application?
This award is not intended to support full-time students or extended educational studies. However, a convincing 
case can be made for the developmental impact of acquiring a new skill or attending a particular symposium or short 
course and this will be considered. 

14) I’ve been offered an exhibition in 18 months’ time. This award would support the development of work for this. 
Can a proposal that will cover longer than the 12-month duration of the award be considered? 
Yes. This award can have outcomes beyond the duration of the award and the development of a new body of work 
over the year would fit this. Please note that Acme’s focus in the following year (2026) will be with the 2026 award 
recipient, so practical support beyond the 12-month period would be limited. However, artists can have up to 18 months 
to complete their projects. 

15) What kind of support would Acme be offering during the 12-month award? 
We will work with the awardee to help facilitate the delivery of the project and promotion of its outcomes. Acme’s Artist 
Support team will arrange an in-depth meeting at the start of the project period followed by quarterly studio visits to 
discuss the progress of the project and practical ways Acme could help with the project.  

16) What assessment will be made to evaluate a project or proposal after the 12 months of the award? 
A schedule with predicted outcomes will be agreed with the artist at the start of the project. There will be an evaluation 
process after the 12-month period, which the artist is expected to participate in. This is likely to include written 
documentation and/or interview. 

17) Is there just one award to be given on this occasion? If I’m not successful this time, will there be an opportunity 
to apply again in the future? 
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The Jonathan Harvey Tenant Award is an annual award, which will be given to one artist or group of artists. We 
anticipate it will be run again next year. 

You can apply in the future with an updated version of your previous application or a completely new application. 

18) How do I work out a budget for my proposal? Do you need to see a breakdown of costs? Can I include my 
current studio rent as part of my budget? 
A general breakdown of costs is required, and this can include current studio rent. Reasonable estimates are 
acceptable.  

19) What is the difference between the £7,000 project support offered and the £5,000 bursary. How would I 
show this in a budget? 
The bursary should be shown in the budget as a one-off artist fee for the applicant/s. The project support is the area of 
expenditure that needs to be broken down. 

20) Why are there separate income line items for the Jonathan Harvey Award Artist Fee and Project Support? 
We believe that artists should be paid fairly and expect that at least £5,000 of this award is spent on artists fees or 
payment. We hope to make this clear by separating out this amount from the project fees. 

21) Can the £5,000 bursary form part of my proposed project costs? For example, the bronze casting course I 
want to do will cost £8,000, more than the project funds offered as part of the award. 
If you would like to include it, you can, but please remember to value your own time as part of the bursary. 

22) Can I use the award to support an application for further grant funding? 
Yes. 

23) Can some of the project’s costs be used to fund an assistant? 
Yes. They should be paid fairly, at least at the London Living Wage rate (£13.15 per hour). 

24) Can some of the award’s funds be used to help with childcare costs (or reduce my paid working hours)? 
Yes.  

25) Can my artist fee be more than £5,000? 
Yes. We recommend that you calculate your artist fee according to the amount of time you would be dedicating to this 
project over a 12-month period, according to current pay scales. 

A-N 2022 guidance for artist day rates recommendation is between £272-332 per day for artists with 10+ years’ 
experience. Hence a £5,000 fee would equate to 15-18.5 days’ work total. Please keep this in mind when outlining the 
scale and scope of your project. 

We will not fund a project with any artist fees calculated at less than London Living Wage (£13.15 per hour). This 
would mean that an artist fee of £5,000 for this project should equate to no more than 54 days’ work total. If you are 
employing other artists to assist you, their fee should be calculated in the same way.  

26) I applied last year but was not selected. Can I reapply with the same proposal? 
Yes. We recommend you consider whether anything about your practice or project has changed in the last 12 months 
and why it remains the most relevant/important step for you to take at this point in your career. 


