
Associate Artist Residency Programme (AAR)

Acme’s Associate Artist Residency provides 
opportunities for artists, writers, musicians and 
curators to develop their practice, expand their 
community, and explore new knowledge in London. 

Acme invites applications to participate in a bespoke 
residency for three months within a supportive and 
diverse environment. Situated at the Acme Fire 
Station, successful applicants will work alongside 
Acme’s landmark five-year Fire Station Residency for 
UK artists and a changing cohort of residents from our 
international partnerships. 

The residency offers secure work/live studio 
accommodation alongside professional development 
opportunities, through introductions to like-minded 
practicing artists, writers and thinkers that can 
stimulate their ideas and connect them to London’s 
creative and cultural community.  Residents are 
provided with a tailored schedule of events with 
invitations to private views, talks, screenings, and 
exhibitions. As part of Acme’s programme, we also 
create tours introducing residents to local artist-run 
projects, public institutions and private galleries.

Programme fees start from £5,000 for 4 weeks 
and are capped at £10,000 for 6 months.You can 
fund your residency programme through financial 
support provided by external partnerships or grant 
applications. Previous Associate Artist Residencies 
have been supported by the Canada Council for the 
Arts, the Copyright Agency, the Australia Council 
for the Arts, and the Minister of Culture and National 
Heritage, Poland. 

While Acme does not provide visas we can assist with 
information to support selected residents.

Acme exists to support the broadest possible range 
of artistic practice, and creates opportunities for 
artists to develop and take greater creative risks. We 
passionately believe in social equity and the benefits 
of diversity, seeking to support, encourage and 
include people, regardless of age, disability, gender 
identity or gender expression, race, ethnicity, religion 
or belief, sex, sexual orientation or any other equality 
characteristic. 
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Associate Artist Residency Programme (AAR)

How to apply

Cover letter 
In 500 words or less, outline your artistic practice 
and frame your work within a larger context. Describe 
why you wish to participate in the residency, what you 
hope to contribute, learn, and what impact it could 
have on your practice.

Resume 
A one-page resume or CV describing academic, 
professional, and other relevant experience. 

Bio and Project Summary 
Provide a 100-word artist biography and a 100-word 
summary of the proposed project. These summaries 
will be used as a narrative for administrative and 
public use. 

Proposal
In 500 words, describe the framework of your 
proposed project in relation to the residency. Include 
details of the mediums you propose to use and 
your level of knowledge in the processes required, 
and outline any specific technical requirements. 
Provide how you anticipate funding your residency 
programme. Include any in-process or confirmed 
partnerships. Provide an outline of your weekly 
execution plan. 

Resource requests 
Outline all studio, equipment, software, facility, or staff 
support anticipated. Resource allocation is at the 
discretion of Acme.

Portfolio 
10 samples of your artistic work. (File sizes and 
specifications) 

Residents are selected on the basis of their submitted 
material. In addition to artistic merit, consideration 
will be given towards how the artist will benefit from 
the programme. Applicants will be notified of their 
status as soon as selection is complete following the 
application deadline of Monday 21 June. 

For previous successful residents please browse our
Acme Alumni
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About Acme
Supporting artists since 1972, Acme is a charity 
based in London which provides affordable studios, 
work/live space, and a programme of artist support. 
Acme is the single largest provider of affordable artist 
studios in England, and this year it will support over 
800 individual artists across 16 buildings in Greater 
London. acme.org.uk

Aiming to intervene at pivotal moments in artists’ 
careers, Acme’s programme of artist support is 
designed to have a transformational impact. Working 
with a range of international and UK-based partners 
and donors, the programme supports professional 
development for artists at all stages of their careers 
through residencies, awards, bursaries, mentoring 
and exhibition opportunities. Over 700 artists have 
benefited from the programme since its foundation in 
1987. acme.org.uk/artist-support

For further information please contact:
Beth Fox
Residencies & Awards Administrator
beth@acme.org.uk
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